
The Carnival of Madness
When you imagine a rock concert you normally picture fans with 

tattoos, leather jackets, brightly coloured mohawks and mosh pits. 

Being somebody who has experienced a fair number of rock gigs, it’s 

safe to say that this picture is almost exactly right. 

The Carnival of Madness tour, headlining ‘Black Stone Cherry’ and 

featuring ‘Shinedown’, ‘Halestorm’ and ‘Highly Suspect’, came to our 

very own Wembley Arena on February 4 2016, creating a euphoric 

atmosphere from the fans of all of the bands performing. The best thing 

about rock concerts, and concerts in general, is the dedication shown 

by the fans who queue up for hours in order to be in that front row, the 

faces that know all the words and the way everybody is carried away 

by the music. 

Unfortunately, I had to exchange my standing tickets for seated tickets, 

even though I was very ready to queue up from the morning until 5pm 

when doors opened. Although sitting down definitely sacrificed a part of the experience, I was still able to enjoy 

it because we weren’t seated very far from the stage. If you haven’t been to a gig or a concert yet, I definitely 

recommend it; the bass drum will sync with your heartbeat, you’ll be screaming the lyrics into the crowd and 

you’ll remember the lighters waving in the air like stars in the sky.

Deveeka Yadav, 16
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I am in my second year of A levels in Biology, 
Psychology and Chemistry. At the moment, I 
have just come out of the other side of applying 
for university through the Universities and 
Colleges Admissions Service (UCAS). UCAS 
has the power to make someone doing their 
second year of A levels regret all their academic 
shortcomings.  

I started back in college at September. Initially, 
people were happy to see all their friends and to 
be back again. Some people actually complained 
that summer was full of perpetual boredom. 
I was ready to embrace UCAS; to deal with 
whatever it wanted to throw my direction. 
Indeed, I was naive. As the month wore on, 
applying to university as well as dealing with the 
hefty second year A level workload, proved to 
be immensely difficult.

The autumn term turned out to be saturated 
with: reading up about Psychology (what I have 
applied to study at university); declining offers 
to hang out with friends and preparing for 
entrance tests and stressing about my personal 
statement. By the end, I had 20 personal 
statement drafts, so many notes on Psychology, 
four conditional offers and an interview at 
Oxford University who are well known for 
asking challenging questions. 

When I went to my interview at Oxford, it was 
an amazing experience. I was in a beautiful city 
where there were as many book stores on one 
road as there are chicken and chip shops on 
Wembley High Road. All the buildings looked 
as if they came straight out of a fairy tale. I 
made sure that all the time that I was not being 
interviewed, I spent out exploring. My interviews 
were rather weird. I got asked to draw several 
graphs and was asked about light intensity. 

By December, I was completely worn out. I 
felt as if I definitely earned the right to relax 

and rest - only it was not to be a holiday. No, I 
could not afford to not revise for my mocks and 
actually rest properly. 

Now my mocks are over and I have finished 
applying for university. However, the work has 
not ended there. I have to get the grades now...
so basically from now and over the next couple 
of months I will be revising. 

Linda Moronfolu, 17

Linda has since been offered a place to 
study Psychology at Pembroke College 
at Oxford University.

Uni interviews and the City of Dreaming Spires
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A level too far?
As we get closer and closer to the freedom of the 

summer months, the holidays are still a distant dream 

for the many 17 and 18 year olds taking public exams 

this May and June. For many Year 13 students, a 

process over two years in the making will culminate 

this summer, with the results determining where 

students will go to university.

In the next few weeks there will be a mass scramble 

for coffee and revision guides as students everywhere 

attempt to consolidate hours and hours of work in 

time for five or six exams. 

As a Year 12 student, thankfully my final exams are 

over a year away. However, this summer will mark 

one year until the first exams for the new A levels. For 

those who don’t know, for many core subjects such as 

English, Chemistry and Physics, the AS qualifications 

will have no influence on the final A level grade, 

which will be based solely on exams or coursework 

completed in the second year. Despite this, schools 

like mine, are still making their students take them in 

hope of preparing us for the real things. 

It is a surreal experience to be the ‘guinea pigs’ for 

such a huge change that could lead to a huge number 

of retakes after Year 13. This could make it harder 

for some students to get into university or could 

lead to an increase in the acceptance of students to 

top universities as grades are now worth ‘more’. The 

importance of the exams will add an extra layer of 

pressure and expectation to already stressed and 

lethargic teenagers.

In the past, you could ‘mess up’ your AS and redeem 

yourself at A level. However it seems that students 

don’t have that luxury now, something which scares 

a lot of young people. For the next year and a half, 

revision and testing is a leap into the dark as only on 

results day will you know if it paid off.

Good luck to all those completing their A levels this 

summer and to those in Year 12, see you in August 

2017.

Samara Roach-Keiler, 17
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Model advice from Mariah Idrissi

The Our Say team caught up with Mariah Idrissi, who 

became H&M’s first hijab wearing model. She also grew 

up in Brent.

Can you tell us a little about yourself e.g. where 
you grew up and went to school?

“I grew up in Wembley though I live in Queensbury now. I’m 

23 and have just graduated this year with a degree in English 

Literature from the Open University.

“I’m half Pakistani and half Moroccan. I love spoken word poetry. 

When I was growing up I used to write poetry and rap: my 

Sunday School teacher, who used to be a rapper, inspired me and 

encouraged me to perform and do shows. This gave me a lot of 

confidence.”

How did H & M approach you to be part of their 
campaign?

“A lady I know has a modelling agency and she told me that 

H&M were looking for a model who wore the hijab because they 

wanted to show diversity for a campaign they were running, and 

she sent them some photos of me.”

How did you negotiate not changing the principles 
of your dress with H&M?

“I didn’t have to explain much to them. I just pushed my opinion 

of what I wanted to wear. It wasn’t because the other options 

were revealing, it was just a case that “I liked that outfit” so 

overall it was easy going.”

Were you surprised by the reaction to a Muslim 
woman being part of this campaign?

“I was very surprised when the pictures went viral. It was part of 

a wider campaign on recycled clothing which featured celebrities 

like David Beckham and Kevin Hart. The campaign wanted to 

reflect diversity so I expected to be a small part of this.

“I didn’t expect it to be a big campaign at all because normally 

they would use celebrities and not normal people. However, it 

ended up being huge so that you would walk down Oxford Street 

and see a great big advert outside the H&M store. I really did not 

expect that at all.”

What inspired you to be a model?

“It wasn’t like I always wanted to be a model, it 

just happened. The H&M thing was supposed to 

be a one-off campaign. Before they asked me to 

be part of it, H&M were already looking online 

at the bigger bloggers who wear the hijab but 

they couldn’t find what they were looking for, 

and my friend sent them my pictures which they 

liked and it went from there.”

 
Do you plan to continue the modelling?

“I’ve had Muslim designers and even Jewish 

designers ask me to model their clothes. I 

also have a manager now who handles all my 

interviews and he’s been contacting lots of 

brands telling them that he has this Muslim 

model and this is what she’s done so far. 

“However, it’s much more than just about the 

about the modelling for me; it’s about trying to 

adapt the modelling world so they take in to 

account more modest dress. 

“I want more modest fashion and wearing the 

hijab as part of mainstream fashion. There’s a 

big gap between the two, there’s the Muslim 

world and the mainstream world. It can be hard 

looking for modest clothes especially in the 

summer, even a nice skirt could 
have a slit in it.

“I think it’s important to 
open people’s minds as I have 
done so many interviews with 
newspapers and magazines 
across the world and it’s like 
they’ve never seen someone 
wearing a hijab before, they’re 
so intrigued. Less so in Britain 
though, people seem more 
open-minded here.”

Do you think there is a demand for 
modest dress in fashion?

“There is a demand as many women want modest 

clothing, and Muslim women are spending billions 

on fashion globally so companies are realising 

this and starting to tap into that market.” 

Do you have any advice for young 
girls who may want to pursue 
modelling?

“The fashion industry is tough- there is lots of 

competition and agencies stick by height and 

weight restrictions. However there are other 

avenues for modelling, it’s not just runway 

modelling. And I hope that someone like myself 

who doesn’t fit any of the accepted stereotypes 

to be a model, can help change things for the 

future girls who want to be models.”

What message would you give to 
young people to succeed in life?

“I would say to make sure you have a goal as 

I wasn’t as clear when I was younger. I kept 

changing my subjects and lacked focus. Find a 

goal and try to stick to it.”

By Our Say Team

Our Say on the web
Like the Our Say Facebook page www.facebook.com/oursaybrent/ 
You can also check the latest blogs from the Our Say Team at  brenthousingpartnership.wordpress.com
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